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city to the country, and the result should be
small farms and high cultivation.''188

The third subject to which General Weaver
gave considerable attention during this session
of Congress was that of labor. One of his two
committee appointments was upon the com-
mittee of labor. On December 21, 1885, he
introduced a bill "to establish at the seat of
Government an Executive Department to be
known as the Department of Labor, with a Sec-
retary of Labor" at the head of it. This bill
received no attention in the House during the
session, simply being referred to the committee
on labor, from which it was never reported.
Many years later, in March, 1913, such a de-
partment as Weaver proposed was finally
established.189

During 1886 there was a series of strikes
upon the railroads of the country, culminating
in the so-called Southwestern Railway Strike
upon the Gould system in the Southwest. Be-
ginning in February, this strike spread until
six thousand miles of railway were tied up and
resulted in considerable violence. As a conse-
quence of the outbreak an investigation was
made by Congress and several bills were intro-
duced for the purpose of "creating boards of
arbitration for the speedy settlement of contro-
versies and differences between common car-
riers engaged in interstate and Territorial com-